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Norwegian kelp forest, Frøya, Trøndelag, April 2019

By KELPPRO/Kasper Hancke

VIDEO OF KELP FOREST



Maximilian Dörrbecker

Macroalgae/Kelp forests

Kelp forests 
are marine 
órain forestsô 

Foto: Janne K. Gitmark

Norway holds the 
largest 

macroalgae forest 
in Europe, and 

holds the longest 
coast line in the 

world

ÅMacroalgae, small and large seaweeds

ÅLive in temperate waters globally

ÅMostly at high salinities (>35 PSU)

ÅOn hard bottom substrate/ rocky

seafloor



KELP FOREST
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Visit

Norway

The ecological relevance of kelp forest ecosystems

~8000 km2 of kelp forest on Norwegian coast

~80 mill. ton of kelp biomass

~8.7 mill ton kelp Carbon

Kelp forest ensure 

Å Coastal primary production (kelp 

biomass)

Å Increasing biodiversity and secondary 

production

Å Increase harvestable fish and crabs

Gundersen et al 2011, Christie et al 2019
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Conceptual figure; including kelp CO2 uptake and export
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